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Teaching from Primary Sources

* Forges a direct connection between students and history.

* Provides irrefutable evidence that events of the Holocaust
occurred.

 Offers opportunities to learn about nuances of language
used to create an effect or reaction.

* Allows students to “discover” the history on their own.
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Teaching from Documents

e Familiarize students with the historical context in which a
document was produced.

e Ask students to read the document aloud to determine the
tone of the passage.

* [dentify and define euphemisms and diplomatic expressions.

* Provide students with guides or worksheets to focus their
evaluations of documents.

* Organize students into small groups when working on lengthy
documents or when comparing and contrasting more than one
document.
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Sample Questions: Document Review

* |dentify the name and type of document.

* What is the date of the document?

* Place the date of the document in historical context.

* By whom was the document issued?

* For whom is the document written?

* Summarize the provisions of the document.

* What might be vague about the document?

* For whom is the document beneficial? Problematic?

* Explain and quote from the most important provisions.

* What historic events may have resulted from the document?
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The Wannsee Conference

Georgia Commission on the Holocaust - Teaching From Primary Sources



Analyzing Documents
The Wannsee Protocols

Wannsee Protocol, January 20, 1942

Stamp: Top Secret

30 copies

16th copy

Minutes of discussion.

The following persons took part in the discussion about the final solution of
the Jewish question which took place in Berlin, am Grossen Wannsee No.
56/58 on 20 January 1942.

A LIST OF PARTICIPANT NAMES AND AFFILIATIONS FOLLOWS.
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The Wannsee Protocols (excerpts)

By order of the Reich Marshal, a Reich Central Office for Jewish Emigration was set up in January 1939 .
Its most important tasks were

a) to make all necessary arrangements for the preparation for an increased emigration of the Jews,
b) to direct the flow of emigration,

c) to speed the procedure of emigration in each individual case.

The aim of all this was to cleanse German living space of Jews in a legal manner.

All the offices realized the drawbacks of such enforced accelerated emigration. For the time being they
had, however, tolerated it on account of the lack of other possible solutions of the problem.

Another possible solution of the problem has now taken the place of emigration, i.e. the evacuation of
the Jews to the East, provided that the Fuehrer gives the appropriate approval in advance.

These actions are, however, only to be considered provisional, but practical experience is already being
collected which is of the greatest importance in relation to the future final solution of the Jewish
guestion.

Under proper guidance, in the course of the final solution the Jews are to be allocated for appropriate
labor in the East. Able-bodied Jews, separated according to sex, will be taken in large work columns to
these areas for work on roads, in the course of which action doubtless a large portion will be eliminated
by natural causes.

The possible final remnant will, since it will undoubtedly consist of the most resistant portion, have to
be treated accordingly, because it is the product of natural selection and would, if released, act as a the
seed of a new Jewish revival (see the experlence of hlstory)
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Analyzing Documents
The Final Solution
Order from Hermann Goring to Reinhard Heydrich

Berlin, July 31, 1941

To Gruppenfuhrer Heydrich:

Supplementing the task assigned to you by the decree of January 24,1939, to solve the
Jewish problem by means of emigration and evacuation in the best possible way
according to present conditions, | hereby charge you to carry out preparations as
regards organizational, financial, and material matters for a total solution of the Jewish
guestion in all the territories of Europe under German occupation.

Where the competency of other central organizations touches on this matter, these
organizations are to collaborate.

| charge you further to submit to me as soon as possible a general plan of the
administrative material and financial measures necessary for carrying out the desired
final solution of the Jewish question.

Goring
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Letter from Willy Just to SS-Obersturmbannfuhrer

Walter Rauff, 5 June 1942
(Excerpts)

RE: Technical alterations to the special vehicles already in operation and those in
production.

Since December 1941, for example, 97,000 have been processed using three vans
without any faults developing in the vehicles.

A reduction in the load area appears desirable. It can be achieved by reducing the size
of the van by c. 1 meter. The difficulty referred to cannot be overcome by reducing the
size of the load. For a reduction in the numbers will necessitate a longer period of
operation because the free spaces will have to be filled with CO. By contrast, a smaller
load area which is completely full requires a much sorter period of operation since
there are no free spaces....

The lighting must be better protected against damage than hitherto....It has been
suggested that lighting should be dispensed with since they are allegedly never used.
However, experience shows that when the rear door is closed and therefore when it
becomes dark, the cargo presses hard towards the door....It makes it difficult to latch
the door. Furthermore, it has been observed that the noise always begins when the
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The Geography ot the Holocaust
Teaching the Holocaust with Maps

Maps teach and reinforce geography skills

Maps provide students with a visual resource to support
the history.

Comparing and contrasting maps can help to tell the story.
A map’s portrayal of history may be influenced by:

The frame of reference of the cartographers

The date the map was created

The audience for whom the map was created
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Compare and Contrast
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1. Describe the changes to the map of Europe after World War I.
2.  What were the 3 major punishments meted out to Germany in the Treaty of Versailles?

3. What problems will these changes and punishments cause?
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The Holocaust was the murder of six million Jews
and millions of others by the Nazis and their collaborators
during World War Il. Mass killings began in June 1941 with
the shooting of Jewish civilians during the German invasion
of the Soviet Union. At the end of 1941, the Germans began
deporting Jews to extermination camps in occupied Poland.
By May 1945, about two out of every three Jews in Europe
had been murdered.
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Leningrad
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Analyzing Photographs
p. 41, The World Must Know




Analyzing Photographs
p. 175, The World Must Know




Analyzing Photographs
p-
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Analyzing Objects
p. 148, The World Must Know




Analyzing Objects
p. 91, The World Must Know
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Analyzing Posters and Visual Materials

Political Cartoons
p. 45, The World Must Know

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JULY 3, 1938
WILL THE EVIAN CONFERENCE GUIDE HIM TO FREEDOM?
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Analyzing Posters and Visual Materials




Analyzing Posters and Visual Materials
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Analyzing Visual Materials
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Analyzing Visual Materials
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Analyzing Visual Materials
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Analyzing Visual Materials







